90                                                             Earl Haig

My thoughts are with you all on this memorable Christmas
Day, and I wish you God-speed.

D. Haig.

A fortnight later (January 7,1919) the Commander-in-Chief
in his Victory despatch paid glowing tribute to the courage and
endurance of the troops in feeling terms, all the more precious
because they were penned by a man who never used a super-
fluous word, and whose praise was as rare as it was sincere. The
following is an extract from the historic document:

" In three months of epic fighting the British Armies in France
have brought to a sudden and dramatic end the great wearing-out
battle of the past four years.
" In our admiration for this outstanding achievement, the
long years of patient and heroic struggle by which the strength
and spirit of the enemy were gradually broken down cannot
be forgotten. The strain of those years was never-ceasing, the
demands they made upon the best of the Empire's manhood are
now known.
"Yet throughout all those years, and amid the hopes and
disappointments they brought with them, the confidence of our
troops in final victory never wavered. Their courage and resolu-
tion rose superior ,to every test, their cheerfulness never failing
however terrible the conditions in which they lived and fought.
By the long road they trod with so much faith and with such
devoted and self-sacrificing bravery we have arrived at victory,
and to-day they have their reward."
In all the Commander-in-ChiePs despatches he studiously
omitted references that would indicate the part he himself had
played in victory; but Foch did not hesitate to write that,
" The victory was thanks above all to the unselfishness, to the
wise, loyal and energetic policy of Field-Marshal Haig, who